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Abstract  

In the context of demographic growth, aquaculture provides high-quality proteins 
for human consumption. The main costs in fish farming are related to feed expenses, 
which depend on the fish meal content. This study aims to explore solutions for 
partially replacing fish meal (30%) in existing diet formulas for European catfish, 
using insect meal (V1) or soybean meal (V2). The experiment lasted 45 days. Biometry 
and gravimetry analyses were performed, along with blood samples to assess blood 
biochemistry, hemoglobin, and hematocrit. Erythrocyte counts were also conducted 
under a microscope. The weight gain in the control group was Vc=368±3.84g, in the 
insect meal-fed group V1 was 387±11.81g, and in the soybean meal-fed group V2 was 
245±7.51g. Results indicate that insect meal can successfully reduce the amount of fish 
meal in the diet of Silurus glanis. 
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